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About Stem Cell Network



About the Stem Cell Network

SCN is a national nébr-profit that supportthree main objectives
» Fundstem cell and regenerative medicine research
® Trainthe next generation of highly qualified personnel

» Catalyzahe knowledge mobilization and transfer of research outputs



Competition Scope and Timelines



SCN Research Funding 2025 -2029

A Strategic Science Fund support for SCN activity during202% (Cycle 5)
A $33.9M allocated to research funding investments for-2029
A Two funding competitions planned:

A Round 15 Opens Fall 2024

A Round 2 Opens Fall 2026
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Defining Regenerative Medicine

Regenerative Medicine is the branch of medicine that develops methods to regrow,
repair or replace damaged or diseased cells, organs or tissues. Regenerative medicine
Includes the generation and use of therapeutic stem cells, tissue engineering and the
production of artificial organs.

Source:Nature.com (https://www.nature.com/subjects/regeneratimeedicine)

Research applications that are focused on cancer must be regenerative in nature and/or use stem
cells for addressing the proposed problem.



SCN Eligible Projects

Regenerative medicine projects that are eligible for SCN funding centre on one or more of the following
topics:

1) Developing or testing therapeutic approaches that are regenerative in nature, incatliagd/or gene
therapies, tissue engineering technologies or biomaterials

2) Addressing theole and function of stem cells in a tissue or dispase
3) Using stem cells asmecessary component for the generation of functional cell types

4) Investigating a small molecule or biologic that acts on dependent on endogenous stem cells for its
therapeutic effector

5) Investigating theocial, ethical and/or economic implicationgregenerative medicine therapies.

All applications to SCN funding competitions are treated asew applications.




Round 1 Competition Timeline

Event Date

Letter of Intent (LOI) forms open Sept 3, 2024

LOI submission deadline Sept 24, 2024
Full application forms opened to eligible LOIs October 1, 2024
Full application submission deadline (5PM ET) Dec 3, 2024
Scientific peer review, RMC evaluation, Board approval Jan- March, 2025
Notification of outcomes March, 2025
Award start date April 1, 2025
Mid-term progress & financial reporting April, 2026*

Final progress & financial reporting April, 2027*

*2-year award shown;:-@ear awards will perforn?®mid-term reporting in 2027 and final reporting in 2028
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SCNOs Peer Review and Con
Review

Two-stage peer review & decision process

A Stage 1tnternational Peer Reviedissessment of scientific and commercialization
merit.

A Stage 2Research Management Committ@Evaluation of strategic fit with SCN
mandate.

A SCN Board utilizes RMC recommendation in final funding decision

Continual review process

A Annual project and financial reporting required

A RMC evaluates progress (e.g., milestones and deliverables)

A Project funding continuance based on RMC recommendation

A Funding may be withheld, cut or toppeg, dependent on progress




SCN Application Submission: @) proposalcentral

A Reference documents available through Proposal Central and SCN website:
A LOI instructions.
A Programspecific application instructions.
A Programspecific guidelines.

A Lead and ceapplicants must be registered as a user on ProposalCentral.

A Your designated institutional signing authority and financial officer must be registered on ProposalCentral an
you must grant them access to your application.

A Only investigators receiving SCN funding should be listed as lead -amaestigators.
A Institutionalaffiliation for each investigator must match the institution that will receive the project funding.

Application questions?Gus, Fiona & Jon vieesearchSCN@stemcellnetwork.ca

Technical difficulties?ProposalCentralcustomer help desk: 8008752562 (toll-free) or
11 pcsupport@altum.com.




Round 1l 1 General Crteria and
Requirements



Common Critena

A RM focusand the potential to move alongtaanslational pathway.
A Aims, milestones and deliverables are required.

A A description of the best practices and measures that will be adopted to enbuss, unbiased, and
reproducible results , including the integration of sex and gender considerations into the research, when
appropriate.Risk mitigation strategies are also required.

A A description of the proje&uquity, Diversity, and Inclusion (EDI) considerations for hiring/team
composition, training, and scientific methodologies.

A Knowledge mobilization & training plans must be clearly outlined within project proposals.

A Non-federal partnerships that provide irkind and cash contributions. Partnerships and leveraged funding
(iNCAF< 9F<3GJ) ; 9K@5 OADD PRafnedett@&Kotsudp@=re @dikeDA; 9L A G

A An applicant is limited to act as Lead Investigator on @miyl Ol submission and project application per
program

A Investigators requesting funds from SCN must be based ahgédhty eligible institution and must themselves
beeligible to receive Tri-agency funding.
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NEW: Research Security

A DD 9HHDA; 9LAGFK >GJ 1!, > MF < A FPvlicEdKdnsitiyveGEcHDIQyy OA L
Research and Affiliations of Concern(STRAC) and tidational Security Guidelines for Research
Partnerships* (NSGRP).

A Regenerative medicine (including tissue engineering or gene therapy) is listdrastae Technology
ResearchAredl KG 9DD 9HHDA; 9LAGFK LG 1!, EMKL AF; DM<=
the attestation requirements.

A1l , AK 0=K=9J; @ 1=; MJIResef§cher Re3ponskilties> G J HHDA; 9FLK

1. All researchers (leadvestigators, convestigators, collaborators and HQP) involved in activities to be
supported by an SCN funding application must review the lisaofed Research Organizationsand
be aware of their individual responsibilities with regards to compliance with the STRAC Policy.

2. Atthe application stage, all researchers (leagkstigators, cenvestigators, collaborators and HQP) must
each complete amttestation form . The leadnvestigator is responsible for gathering these forms from
all researchers into a single PDF and submitting with the funding application.

3. For applications that includeartnering with an organization from the private sector , the lead
investigator must complete and uploadiak assessment formwith their application that covers the
proposed private sector partners for the project

*Postwebinar update This is a requirement that was not included in the August 20 webina




Required Training

Lead and cenvestigators will be required to show they have completed the following training:

1. Research Security:

A All researchers receiving SCN funds (lead asidvestigators) will need to completiee following
training courseandobtained certificates prior to the release of SCN fundisiduction to Research
SecurityDualUse in Life Science Reseaacitl Insider and Outsider Threatsubmission of these
certificates is not required during the application phase.

2. Sex and Gender in Research:;

A Completed and obtained certificates for the three courses comprising the CIHR Online Training
Modules: Integrating Sex and Gender in Health Resézrdificates must be uploaded with an
application.
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https://learning-apprentissage.ised-isde.canada.ca/enrol/index.php?id=331
https://learning-apprentissage.ised-isde.canada.ca/enrol/index.php?id=331
https://training-formation.phac-aspc.gc.ca/course/view.php?id=110
https://training-formation.phac-aspc.gc.ca/course/view.php?id=222

Round 1 T Funding Programs



Translational Focused Funding Programs for
Round 1
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SCN Standard Program Award Sizes for Round 1

Program Duration (yrs) C4 Award Size C5 Award Size*
Impact 2 $250,000 $270,000
ECR Jump Start 3 $300,000 $350,000
Accelera_\tlng Clinical 5 $600.000 $650.000
Translation

Clinical Trials 3 $1,000,000 $1,100,000
Fueling Biotech Partnerships 2 $400,000 $430,000
Impact: ELSI + HE Stream 2 $200,000 $215,000

$ ME<AF?

AK

*Minimum of 7.5% inflatierelated award size increase

<=z=H=F<=FL GF29 co@rbutioragreeihnent. AGF G>
with the Government of Canada.
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Innovation
Early Career Researcher Awards

A Spﬁport early career researchers (ECRs) from the healmdiiveering and social sciences who are
within the first 5 years* of an initial academic appointment.

A Projects can focus on developmental or higdk, innovative regenerative medicine research that has
the potential to be translated in the coming years.

A ECRs must show how the project will contribute to building out a ld¢egarRM research program.

Impact Awards

A.JGB=; LK EMKL 9JLA; MD9L= 9 LJ9FKD9LAGF9D &: =F
research stands along the path.

A Projects can involve promlf—lprinciple experiments for gene and/or cell therapy development,
development of new models, and expression and epigenetic studies to understand behavior of stem

and progenitor cells in disease relevant settings.

A Seed research avenues or build intellectual property (IP) that will yield Canadian translational or
commercialization activity.
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Policy & Socliety

Impact Awards: ELSI + HE Stream

A Support the knowledge translation & implementation of regenerative medicine.

A Focus on a social, economic, technological, regulatory, patient or ethical question or challenge that
should be addressed to support the knowledge and advancement of RM in Canada and globally.

A Projects may focus on outputs that go beyond traditional academic research products including digital,
educational & cultural materials.

A Project plans should include details on how the research will be tailored for and used by receptors.



Clinical Translation
Accelerating Clinical Translation Awards

A Multidisciplinary research projects focused on stemretited technologies or regenerative medicine
therapies (including cell and/or gene therapies) expected to reach clinical trials activity within five years.

A Projects must be between Technology Readiness Level (6RL) 4

A Can include translational research activities (including Ethical Legal and Social Implications (ELSI) questic
associated with an ongoing clinical trial that will enable the trials next phase of activity

Clinical Trial Awards

A Support early phase clinical trials that focus on therapies or technologies relevant to regenerative medicin
and that will be made available to Canadian patients.

A Trials should use a collaborative tedrased approach, and Phase Il trials should include more than one site.
A SCN will contribute a maximum of 40% for the costs of a clinical trial.
A REB and CTA approvals must be in place prior to funding.
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Commercialization Readiness

Fueling Biotechnology Partnerships

A Supports partnerships between academics and estiige Canadian startps who have a focus in
regenerative medicine.

A Supports projects in the regenerative medicine space, that are novel and competitively differentiated,
that resolve a key translational question or bottle neck that will enable a technology or therapy to mov
the clinic or market within five years.

A Projects must be between Technology Readiness Level (6RL) 4

A Projects must be led by an academic at a Canadian institute and the partnering receptor company mt
a Canadian SME in the field.



NEW 1 Joint Funding Opportunities



NEW: Joint -Funded Awards

Fondation
Azrieli O
| Foundation —

+—

\\\\l
— Breakthrough
///r| TID™

Formerly JDRF

cgd

Azrieli Foundation

A ScopeRM for neurodevelopmental disorders

A Azrieli Foundation contributiotlp to $2.18M

A Programs supported&CR, IMP, ACCT, CT-EMB+HE; national

Breakthrough T1D,in conjunction with their Canadian affiliate, JDRF Canada
A ScopeRM (translational) for Type 1 Diabetes

A Breakthrough T1D contributioblp to $2M

A Programs supportedMP, ACCT, CT, FBP;BUSI+HE; national

CQDM

A ScopeCommercialization of RM/Industry partnering

A CQDM contributiorp to $200K (+ $100K industry contribution required)
A Program supported?BP; Quebebased requirements
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Azrielil Foundation Fondation
Azrieli
] Foundation

Eligible projects:
A Development or testing of regenerative medicine approaches for tremimgdevelopmental conditions.

Definition:Neurodevelopmental conditionasre defined as follows: A condition affecting the nervous
system that manifests in the prenatal and/or early postnatal developmental period(s). This includes
neuropsychiatric conditions that arise in development, learning, language erembal communication
impairments and/or impaired motor function.

Thematic requirements:
A1l , AK KL9F<9J< =DA?A: D= HJGB=:;L ;JAL=JA9 9HHDOQ
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|

\\!
N
Breakthrough T1D = Breakthrough
/" Forn-!:rlly[l?l):F

Eligible projects:
A Development or testing @flet replacement therapies for type 1 diabetes.

Thematic requirements:
Projects must be focused on translational themes from one or more of the following topics:

A Developing or testing therapeutic approaches that are regenerative in nature, including cell and/or gene
therapies, tissue engineering technologies or biomaterials;

A Using stem cells as a necessary component for the generation of functional cell types;

A Investigating a small molecule or biologic that acts on or is dependent on endogenous stem cells for its
therapeutic effect

A Investigating the social, ethical and/or economic implications of regenerative medicine therapies.

International Research Support:

A A maximum of 20% of tfereakthrough T1bBudget allocation can be used to support research outside of
Canada. Note: SCN funds cannot be used to support research outside of Canada.
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CQDM 10

Eligible projects:

A Fueling Biotechnology Partnership projects that focus on the commercialization of regenerative
medicine discoveries.

Specific criteria:

A At leasbneQuebeebasedpartner company (including the eligible SME) must contribute to the funding
of the research project, in cash, for a minimum of 20% of the eligible expeiksed.clontributions are

not eligible for the matching calculations.

A Researchers must bevorking in a Quebec university or affiliated hospital that is eligible to receive Tri
agency funds and working in close collaboration with at least one eligible Quebec company.

A Socieeconomic benefits must be generated for Quebec and for the private partner(s) involved in the
project.

A TheCQDMudget allocation must conformwith/ " + AK =DA? A: D= =PH=F<AL MJ =



Standard vs. Joint  -Funded Award Comparison

Duration

Program (yrs)
Impact 2
ECR Jump Start 3
Accelerating Clinical

: 2
Translation
Clinical Trials 3
Fueling Biotech 5
Partnerships
Impact: ELSI + HE Streal 2
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SCN Standard Joint-Funded Joint-funding

Award Award Total* Organizations
Azrieli or
$270,000 $324,000 Breakthrough T1D
$350,000 $420,000 Azrieli
$650,000 $780,000 Azriel] or

Breakthrough T1D

Azrieli or
$1,100,000 $1,320,000 Breakthrough T1D

$516,000 or Breakthrough T1D
$500,000** or CQDM

Azrieli or
$215,000 $258,000 Breakthrough T1D

$430,000

*Joint-funded awards are typically 20% larger than SCN standard award:s
**CQDM JoirFunding Award is $500,000

1!, >MF<AF? AK <=H=F< =FL -2&dontribi@on agre@fantivith.the Géver@rrent af Candd. I R




Joint - Funded Awards Example

Program (e.g. Impact)
Standard SCN Impact LOI Jointfunded Impact LOI

| LOI rejectedReSiEEl RM eligibility |

Yes ¢Yes

Nof  Jointfunding eligibility |

lYes
Jointfunded Impact Full Applicatio

\ 4
Standard Impact Full Application

A SCN Award (2 years) A SCN+ Joint FundingAward (2 years)

A Up to $270K A Up to 824K(SCN: $162K, Joiftinder: $162K)
A Regenerative Medicine A Regenerative medicinéin a specific topic)

A Actual matching partnering required A Actual matching partnering required

Al=D=; L=< -dtbfepeetrevied K I A1 =D=; L=< -dthfedpeetrevie&k K T
Al1M: B=: L LG 1!, AK : GFLAAMREB=JA4NA=GO 1!, K AK : GFLA
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Resources:

In the coming days:

A Research Funding competition FAQs

A Program & JoirEunding Guidelines and LOI Instructions

A Guidance on Research Security for SCN Funding Applications
A Slides and YouTube link to recording of this webinar

Upcomingd October:
A KM and EDI guides
A Program Application Instructions, Application Completion Checklists

A Short instructional videos: Budget, Partnering & Research Security
completion.

Upcomingd November:

AWo_rksholﬁ)s at TMM2024 (Ne®)3EDI plan development & mmienical
patient engagement session

Questions?Gus, Fiona & Jon vieesearchSCN@stemcellnetwork.ca




Questions & Answers



Join us at the 2024 Till & McCulloch Meetings!



