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About Stem Cell Network



SCN is a national not-for-profit that supports three main objectives: 

Fund stem cell and regenerative medicine research

Train the next generation of highly qualified personnel

Catalyze the knowledge mobilization and transfer of research outputs

About the Stem Cell Network
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Competition Scope and Timelines



SCN Research Funding 2025 -2029
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ÅStrategic Science Fund support for SCN activity during 2025-2029 (Cycle 5)

Å$33.9M allocated to research funding investments for 2025-2029

ÅTwo funding competitions planned: 

ÅRound 1 ӛ Opens Fall 2024

ÅRound 2 ӛ Opens Fall 2026



Defining Regenerative Medicine

Regenerative Medicine is the branch of medicine that develops methods to regrow, 

repair or replace damaged or diseased cells, organs or tissues. Regenerative medicine 

includes the generation and use of therapeutic stem cells, tissue engineering and the 

production of artificial organs.

Source: Nature.com (https://www.nature.com/subjects/regenerative-medicine)

Research applications that are focused on cancer must be regenerative in nature and/or use stem 

cells for addressing the proposed problem.
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SCN Eligible Projects
Regenerative medicine projects that are eligible for SCN funding centre on one or more of the following 
topics:

1) Developing or testing therapeutic approaches that are regenerative in nature, including cell and/or gene 

therapies, tissue engineering technologies or biomaterials; 

2) Addressing the role and function of stem cells in a tissue or disease; 

3) Using stem cells as a necessary component for the generation of functional cell types; 

4) Investigating a small molecule or biologic that acts on or is dependent on endogenous stem cells for its 

therapeutic effect; or 

5) Investigating the social, ethical and/or economic implications of regenerative medicine therapies. 

All applications to SCN funding competitions are treated as new applications. 
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Round 1 Competition Timeline
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Event Date

Letter of Intent (LOI) forms open Sept 3, 2024

LOI submission deadline Sept 24, 2024

Full application forms opened to eligible LOIs October 1, 2024

Full application submission deadline (5PM ET) Dec 3, 2024

Scientific peer review, RMC evaluation, Board approval Jan - March, 2025

Notification of outcomes March, 2025

Award start date April 1, 2025

Mid-term progress  & financial reporting April, 2026*

Final progress & financial reporting April, 2027*

*2-year award shown; 3-year awards will perform 2nd mid-term reporting in 2027 and final reporting in 2028
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SCNôs Peer Review and Continual 
Review

Two-stage peer review & decision process
Å Stage 1: International Peer Review ӛ Assessment of scientific and commercialization 

merit.
Å Stage 2: Research Management Committee ӛ Evaluation of strategic fit with SCN 

mandate.
Å SCN Board utilizes RMC recommendation in final funding decision

Continual review process
Å Annual project and financial reporting required
Å RMC evaluates progress (e.g., milestones and deliverables)
Å Project funding continuance based on RMC recommendation
Å Funding may be withheld, cut or topped-up, dependent on progress



SCN Application Submission:

ÅReference documents available through Proposal Central and SCN website:

ÅLOI instructions.

ÅProgram-specific application instructions. 

ÅProgram-specific guidelines.

ÅLead and co-applicants must be registered as a user on ProposalCentral.

ÅYour designated institutional signing authority and financial officer must be registered on ProposalCentral and 
you must grant them access to your application.  

ÅOnly investigators receiving SCN funding should be listed as lead and co-investigators.

ÅInstitutional affiliation for each investigator must match the institution that will receive the project funding. 
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Technical difficulties? ProposalCentral customer help desk: 800-875-2562 (toll-free) or 

pcsupport@altum.com.

Application questions? Gus, Fiona & Jon via researchSCN@stemcellnetwork.ca



Round 1 ï General Criteria and 
Requirements



Common Criteria
ÅRM focus and the potential to move along a translational pathway.  

ÅAims, milestones and deliverables are required. 

ÅA description of the best practices and measures that will be adopted to ensure robust, unbiased, and 
reproducible results , including the integration of sex and gender considerations into the research, when 
appropriate. Risk mitigation strategies are also required.

ÅA description of the project Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion (EDI) considerations for hiring/team 
composition, training, and scientific methodologies.

ÅKnowledge mobilization & training plans must be clearly outlined within project proposals.

ÅNon-federal partnerships that provide in-kind and cash contributions. Partnerships and leveraged funding 
(in-CAF< 9F<ӬGJ ;9K@ӧ OADD AF;J=9K= L@= 9HHDA;9LAGFӐK J9FCAF?ӄPartner letters of support are required . 

ÅAn applicant is limited to act as Lead Investigator on only one LOI submission and project application per 
program

ÅInvestigators requesting funds from SCN must be based at a Tri-agency eligible institution and must themselves 
be eligible to receive Tri-agency funding.
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NEW: Research Security
Å DD 9HHDA;9LAGFK >GJ 1!, >MF<AF? EMKL ;GEHDQ OAL@ L@= >=<=J9D ?GN=JFE=FLӐKPolicy on Sensitive Technology 

Research and Affiliations of Concern (STRAC) and the National Security Guidelines for Research 
Partnerships*  (NSGRP).  

ÅRegenerative medicine (including tissue engineering or gene therapy) is listed as a Sensitive Technology 
Research AreaӅ KG 9DD 9HHDA;9LAGFK LG 1!, EMKL AF;DM<= 9 ;@=;C G> J=K=9J;@=JKӐ 9>>ADA9LAGFK 9F< ;GEHDA9F;= OAL@
the attestation requirements. 

Å1!,ӐK 0=K=9J;@ 1=;MJALQ .JG;=KK >GJ HHDA;9FLK- Researcher Responsibilities:

1. All researchers (lead-investigators, co-investigators, collaborators and HQP) involved in activities to be 
supported by an SCN funding application must review the list of Named Research Organizations and 
be aware of their individual responsibilities with regards to compliance with the STRAC Policy.

2. At the application stage, all researchers (lead-investigators, co-investigators, collaborators and HQP) must 
each complete an attestation form . The lead-investigator is responsible for gathering these forms from 
all researchers into a single PDF and submitting with the funding application. 

3. For applications that include partnering with an organization from the private sector , the lead 
investigator must complete and upload a risk assessment form with their application that covers the 
proposed private sector partners for the project*. 
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*Post-webinar update: This is a requirement that was not included in the August 20 webinar.



Required Training
Lead and co-investigators will be required to show they have completed the following training:

1. Research Security:

ÅAll researchers receiving SCN funds (lead and co-investigators) will need to complete the following 
training courses and obtained certificates prior to the release of SCN funds: Introduction to Research 
Security, Dual-Use in Life Science Research and Insider and Outsider Threats. Submission of these 
certificates is not required during the application phase.

2. Sex and Gender in Research:

ÅCompleted and obtained certificates for the three courses comprising the CIHR Online Training 
Modules: Integrating Sex and Gender in Health Research. Certificates must be uploaded with an 
application.
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https://learning-apprentissage.ised-isde.canada.ca/enrol/index.php?id=331
https://learning-apprentissage.ised-isde.canada.ca/enrol/index.php?id=331
https://training-formation.phac-aspc.gc.ca/course/view.php?id=110
https://training-formation.phac-aspc.gc.ca/course/view.php?id=222


Round 1 ï Funding Programs



Translational Focused Funding Programs for 
Round 1
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SCN Standard Program Award Sizes for Round 1

Program Duration (yrs) C4 Award Size C5 Award Size*

Impact 2 $250,000 $270,000

ECR Jump Start 3 $300,000 $350,000

Accelerating Clinical 
Translation

2 $600,000 $650,000

Clinical Trials 3 $1,000,000 $1,100,000

Fueling Biotech Partnerships 2 $400,000 $430,000

Impact: ELSI + HE Stream 2 $200,000 $215,000

*Minimum of 7.5% inflation-related award size increase

$MF<AF? AK <=H=F<=FL GF L@= ;GEHD=LAGF G> 1!,ӐK ҐҎҐғ-29 contribution agreement 
with the Government of Canada.



Innovation

Early Career Researcher Awards 
ÅSupport early career researchers (ECRs) from the health, bio-engineering and social sciences who are 

within the first 5 years* of an initial academic appointment. 

ÅProjects can focus on developmental or high-risk, innovative regenerative medicine research that has 
the potential to be translated in the coming years.

ÅECRs must show how the project will contribute to building out a longer-term RM research program.

Impact Awards
Å.JGB=;LK EMKL 9JLA;MD9L= 9 LJ9FKD9LAGF9D ӑ:=F;@ LG :=<KA<=Ӓ H9L@ G> L@= J=K=9J;@ 9F< O@=J= L@= HJGHGK=<

research stands along the path.

ÅProjects can involve proof-of-principle experiments for gene and/or cell therapy development, 
development of new models, and expression and epigenetic studies to understand behavior of stem 
and progenitor cells in disease relevant settings. 

ÅSeed research avenues or build intellectual property (IP) that will yield Canadian translational or 
commercialization activity.
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Impact Awards: ELSI + HE Stream 
ÅSupport the knowledge translation & implementation of regenerative medicine. 

ÅFocus on a social, economic, technological, regulatory, patient or ethical question or challenge that 

should be addressed to support the knowledge and advancement of RM in Canada and globally.

ÅProjects may focus on outputs that go beyond traditional academic research products  including digital, 

educational & cultural materials.

ÅProject plans should include details on how the research will be tailored for and used by receptors.
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Policy & Society



Accelerating Clinical Translation Awards
ÅMulti-disciplinary research projects focused on stem cell-related technologies or regenerative medicine 

therapies (including cell and/or gene therapies) expected to reach clinical trials activity within five years.

ÅProjects must be between Technology Readiness Level (TRL) 4-6. 

ÅCan include translational research activities (including Ethical Legal and Social Implications (ELSI) questions) 
associated with an ongoing clinical trial that will enable the trials next phase of activity

Clinical Trial Awards 
ÅSupport early phase clinical trials that focus on therapies or technologies relevant to regenerative medicine 

and that will be made available to Canadian patients.

ÅTrials should use a collaborative team-based approach, and Phase II trials should include more than one site.

ÅSCN will contribute a maximum of 40% for the costs of a clinical trial.

ÅREB and CTA approvals must be in place prior to funding.
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Clinical Translation



Fueling Biotechnology Partnerships
ÅSupports partnerships between academics and early-stage Canadian start-ups who have a focus in 

regenerative medicine.

ÅSupports projects in the regenerative medicine space, that are novel and competitively differentiated, and 
that resolve a key translational question or bottle neck that will enable a technology or therapy to move into 
the clinic or market within five years.

ÅProjects must be between Technology Readiness Level (TRL) 4-6. 

ÅProjects must be led by an academic at a Canadian institute and the partnering receptor company must be 
a Canadian SME in the field.
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Commercialization Readiness



NEW ï Joint Funding Opportunities



NEW: Joint -Funded Awards

Azrieli Foundation

ÅScope: RM for neurodevelopmental disorders

ÅAzrieli Foundation contribution: Up to $2.18M

ÅPrograms supported: ECR, IMP, ACCT, CT, IMP-ELSI+HE; national

Breakthrough T1D, in conjunction with their Canadian affiliate, JDRF Canada 

ÅScope: RM (translational) for Type 1 Diabetes

ÅBreakthrough T1D contribution: Up to $2M 

ÅPrograms supported: IMP, ACCT, CT, FBP, IMP-ELSI+HE; national

CQDM

ÅScope: Commercialization of RM/Industry partnering

ÅCQDM contribution: Up to $200K (+ $100K industry contribution required)

ÅProgram supported: FBP; Quebec-based requirements
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Azrieli Foundation

Eligible projects: 

ÅDevelopment or testing of regenerative medicine approaches for treating neurodevelopmental conditions. 

Definition: Neurodevelopmental conditions are defined as follows: A condition affecting the nervous 
system that manifests in the prenatal and/or early postnatal developmental period(s). This includes 
neuropsychiatric conditions that arise in development, learning, language or non-verbal communication 
impairments and/or impaired motor function.

Thematic requirements: 

Å1!,ӐK KL9F<9J< =DA?A:D= HJGB=;L ;JAL=JA9 9HHDQ
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Breakthrough T1D
Eligible projects: 

ÅDevelopment or testing of islet replacement therapies for type 1 diabetes. 

Thematic requirements: 

Projects must be focused on translational themes from one or more of the following topics:

ÅDeveloping or testing therapeutic approaches that are regenerative in nature, including cell and/or gene 
therapies, tissue engineering technologies or biomaterials; 

ÅUsing stem cells as a necessary component for the generation of functional cell types; 

ÅInvestigating a small molecule or biologic that acts on or is dependent on endogenous stem cells for its 
therapeutic effect 

ÅInvestigating the social, ethical and/or economic implications of regenerative medicine therapies.  

International Research Support:

ÅA maximum of 20% of the Breakthrough T1D budget allocation can be used to support research outside of 
Canada. Note: SCN funds cannot be used to support research outside of Canada.
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CQDM
Eligible projects: 

ÅFueling Biotechnology Partnership projects that focus on the commercialization of regenerative 
medicine discoveries. 

Specific criteria:

ÅAt leastoneQuebec-based partner company (including the eligible SME) must contribute to the funding 
of the research project, in cash, for a minimum of 20% of the eligible expenses. In-kind contributions are 
not eligible for the matching calculations. 

ÅResearchers must be working in a Quebec university or affiliated hospital that is eligible to receive Tri-
agency funds and working in close collaboration with at least one eligible Quebec company.

ÅSocio-economic benefits must be generated for Quebec and for the private partner(s) involved in the 
project.

ÅThe CQDM budget allocation must conform with !/"+ӐK =DA?A:D= =PH=F<ALMJ=K HGDA;Q
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Standard vs. Joint -Funded Award Comparison

Program
Duration 

(yrs)
SCN Standard 

Award
Joint -Funded 
Award Total*

Joint -funding 
Organizations

Impact 2 $270,000 $324,000
Azrieli or 

Breakthrough T1D

ECR Jump Start 3 $350,000 $420,000 Azrieli

Accelerating Clinical 
Translation

2 $650,000 $780,000
Azrieli or 

Breakthrough T1D

Clinical Trials 3 $1,100,000 $1,320,000
Azrieli or 

Breakthrough T1D

Fueling Biotech 
Partnerships

2 $430,000
$516,000 or
$500,000**

Breakthrough T1D 
or CQDM

Impact: ELSI + HE Stream 2 $215,000 $258,000
Azrieli or 

Breakthrough T1D

*Joint-funded awards are typically 20% larger than SCN standard awards; 

**CQDM Joint-Funding Award is $500,000

1!, >MF<AF? AK <=H=F<=FL GF L@= ;GEHD=LAGF G> 1!,ӐK ҐҎҐғ-29 contribution agreement with the Government of Canada.



Joint -Funded Awards Example

ÅSCN Award (2 years)
ÅUp to $270K
ÅRegenerative Medicine
ÅActual matching partnering required
Å1=D=;L=< NA9 1!,ӐK Ґ-stage peer review
Å1M:B=;L LG 1!,ӐK ;GFLAFM9D J=NA=O

ÅSCN + Joint Funding Award (2 years)
ÅUp to $324K (SCN: $162K, Joint-funder: $162K)
ÅRegenerative medicine (in a specific topic)
ÅActual matching partnering required
Å1=D=;L=< NA9 1!,ӐK Ґ-stage peer review
Å1M:B=;L LG 1!,ӐK ;GFLAFM9D J=NA=O

RM eligibility

Joint-funding eligibility

Standard SCN Impact LOI Joint-funded Impact LOI

No

Joint-funded Impact Full Application

Yes

Yes

No
LOI rejected

Standard Impact Full Application

Yes

Program (e.g. Impact)



30

Resources:
In the coming days:
ÅResearch Funding competition FAQs
ÅProgram & Joint-Funding Guidelines and LOI Instructions
ÅGuidance on Research Security for SCN Funding Applications
ÅSlides and YouTube link to recording of this webinar

Upcoming ӛ October:

ÅKM and EDI guides
ÅProgram Application Instructions, Application Completion Checklists
ÅShort instructional videos: Budget, Partnering & Research Security 

completion.

Upcoming ӛ November:
ÅWorkshops at TMM2024 (Nov 3-6): EDI plan development & pre-clinical 

patient engagement session

Questions? Gus, Fiona & Jon via researchSCN@stemcellnetwork.ca



Questions & Answers



Join us at the 2024 Till & McCulloch Meetings!


